286	BEYOND HORIZONS
To do this I first plotted a great-circle course between Dundee
Island and Little America. Upon this I next marked fourteen
equally spaced positions, each representing the location of the Polar
Star at the end of an hour's flying. By maintaining a ground speed
of 155 m.p.h.s which we hoped to do either by throttling down in
a tail wind or by opening out the engine in a head wind, the
fourteenth hour would bring us to Little America, approximately
twenty-two hundred miles away from Dundee.
The first three hours of the flight would be down the Graham
Land coast to Stefansson Strait—an explored region. After that, the
hourly positions of the plane, assuming a non-stop flight, should be
as follows:
4th hour—LaL 72° u' S., Long.   67° 33' W.
5th hour—Lat. 74° oo' S., Long.   74° 41' W.
6th hour—Lat. 75° 42' S., Long.   76° 49' W.
7th hour—Lat. 77° 16' S., Long.   83° 13' W.
8th hour—Lat. 78° 39' S., Long.   91° 16' W.
9th hour—Lat. 79° 45' S., Long. 101° 15' W.
loth hour—Lat. 80° 28' S., Long. 113° 10' W.
nth hour—Lat. 80° 45' S., Long. 127° 06' W.
i2th hour—Lat. 80° 28' S., Long. 141° 02' W.
i3th hour—Lat. 79° 45' S., Long. 152° 57' W.
i4th hour—Lat. 78° 39' S., Long. 162° 56' W.
Position 14 is approximately that of Little America.
My nightly task was to take these assumed positions and for each
one pre-calculate the sun-elevation and azimuth curves for the date
and hour. Such calculations would enable me to set my sextant
quickly in the plane for the pre-computed altitude of the sun. After
our mid-morning failure in thawing snow, we set 4 a.m. as the
starting time, since then we could rely on a frozen surface. The four-
o'clock start was also convenient, as I have explained since, if we
maintained schedule, we should reach the middle of the unknown
just at noon, local time for that position, putting the sun due
north and therefore well placed for a sight out of the starboard
window.
A word here about time on polar aeroplane flights. Because of the

